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Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 


The  follouing  report  on  public  health  matters  concerns  the  year  1957. 

Population!  In  an  area  unchanged  by  boundaiy  variations  the  resident 

population  was  4550.  The  daily  population  is  increased  considerably 
by  local  employment  aid  especially  by  the  industrial  development  in 
Richborough, 

Births  and  Deaths:  There  were  63  births  in  the  year,  30  male  aid  33  female 

which  was  7  more  than  in  1956  and  only  one  of  which  occurred  outside  i 

marriage.  The  two  stillbirths  represented  the  usual  experience.  The  j 

36  deaths  of  whom  19  were  male  and  17  female,  were  six  fewer  than  in  1 

1956.  29  of  the  deaths  were  over  65,  14  male  and  15  female.  The  females  ' 

won  the  longevity  stakes,  bit  only  just,  for  10  of  the  15  females  dying  ! 
over  65  topped  75  and  6  topped  80  years,  while  only  7  of  the  I4  males  over  ' 
65  topped  75  but  5  of  the  7  topped  80,  i 

! 

The  age  make  up  of  our  resident  population  shov/s  a  weighting  towards  I 
the  elderly,  which  Qccoimts  for  an  uncorrected  birth  rate  of"l3,85  per  ♦ 

1000  against  a  level  of  lud  for  England  and  Wales,  But  it  is  a  healthy 
area,  for  our  death  rate  of  7,91  per  1000  is  well  below  the  figure  of  11.5 
for  England  and  Wales,  even  with  this  weighting  of  elderl^^. 

Infectious  DitSeaS;  The  incidence  of  notifiable  disease  was  voiy  low  during  1957, 
amounting  to  4  cases  of  Scanlet  Fever,  2  I'Jhooping  Gough,  1  Respiratory 
Tuberculosis,  2  acute  Poliomyelitis  and  1  Diphtheria  Carrier,  The  two 
cases  of  poliomyelitis  were  diagnosed  quicldLy  and  admitted  to  hospital  with¬ 
out  delay,  one  being  non-paralytic.  Both  occurred  in  the  summer  season. 


Diphtheria  Carrier  va.3  found  in  the  course  of  a  pathological  examin 


The 

ation  ox  a  resistant  case  of  acute  tonsillitis  and  was  a  recurrence  of  a 
previous  carrier  state  in  the  patient.  All  precautions  were  taken  as  for  a 
tr?ie  clinical  case,  contacts  wore  isolsited  and  protected  by  boosting  their 
immuni^j ation,  and  school  contaccs  of  the  contacts  were  also  encouraged  to 
have  their  diphtheria  immunisations  boosted.  No  spread  occurred. 


\Ie  had  no  Mass  radiograiiiv 
respiratoiy  tuberculosis  c 
of  the  year  was:  - 


fsU-'V' 


aivruig  1957,  but  ono  new  case  of 
"ri  state  of  ti.ie  register  at  the  end 


9  male,  I4  female,  -w  c'f  .•.mr 
2  male  and  1  feim?'. -■  x.en-re  .L 


Co-.-OS.- 

a 'jv  Cases. 


Vaccination  Immunization;  The  Cc;i;u.ty  Medical  Officer  supplied  information 

on  protective  inoculations  given  during  1957  which  shows  that  189  children 
aged  2-10  years  received  protection  agairist  poliomyelitis.  This  figure 
was  detennined  by  the  vaccine  available. 


Primary  protection  against  diiohtheria  was  given  to  60  children,  (57 
in  1956)  and  51  were  boosted. 


Primary  vaccina oicn  agajnst  smallpox  was  given  to  54  childi*en  under 
school  age  and  3  of  school 


The  state  of  protection  of  the  child  population  is  reasonably 
good,  with  approximately  SC%  adequately  protected  against  diphtheria 
and  a  residue  with  waning  protection#  The  smallpox  vaccinations 
represent  75%  of  the  birth  intake, 

■Other  diseases  and  investigations;  It  was  learned  that  a  part-time  member  of 

the  staff  of  a  nursing  home  in  the  Borough  was  suffering  from  sonne 
dysentry  and  the  precaution  was  taken  to  examine  stool  specimens  from 
all  patients  and  staff,  with  a  reassuringly  negative  result. 

Food  poisoning!  An  outbreak  undoubtedly  of  food  poisoning  occurred 

enployees  of  an  industrial  unit  in  Richborough  in  June#  No  notification 
Was  received  but  immediate  information  from  the  management  on  learning  of 
the  explosive  illness  in  employees  helped  us  to  make  ai  investigation  with¬ 
out  delay, 

40  out  of  between  60  and  80  persons  at  risk  suffered  acute  abdominal 
pains  and  diarrhoea  on  the  evening,  or  overnight  of  20/21  June#  All  ate 
lunch  at  the  works  canteen.  The  canteen  conditions  are  excellent,  kitchen 
hygiene  beyond  reproach,  and  the  food  supply  of  good  quality  and  source. 

Not  the  place  in  which  one  would  expect  such  an  event  to  happen.  Symptoms 
involved  mid— gut  or  lower,  and  timing  compared  to  a  I(^l6  hour  interval 
between  mid-day  lunch  aJid  symptoms. 

Part  of  the  offending  meal  was  recovered.  Faeces  specimens  were  ob¬ 
tained  from  a  suffering  member  of  staff#  Two  tiny  bums  on  the  hands  of 
a  cook  were  swabbed  for  infection.  Further  faeces  specimens  were  obtained 
from  other  cases  but  due  to  the  5  day  week,  with  some  delay. 

Cl,  Welchil  Was  recovered  from  the  member  of  staff,  nothing  from  the 
food  and  nothing  significant  from  the  cook’s  bums.  The  Cl,  Welchii 
isolated  did  not  agglutinate  with  anti-sera  1-11  and  the  finding  was  incon¬ 
clusive. 

Study  of  method  in  the  kitchen  centred  attention  on  the  preparation 
of  a  meat  pie.  The  meat  was  parboiled  and  retained  for  24  hrs,  in  two 
clean  containers.  The  air  movement  in  the  storage  larder  in  which  the 
meat  had  cooled  was  very  limited.  Association  was  found  between  the 
cases  and  one  dish  but  not  the  other,  the  latter  providing  the  residue 
examined.  It  was  concluded  that  one  container  of  parboiled  meat  had 
contained  infection  and  that  slow  cooling  had  allowed  growth  of  Cl,  Welchii 
to  the  level  of  contamination,  with  mid-gut  irritation  to  those  consuming 
that  pie.  The  meat  used  was  bought  in  the  form  of  cut  pie  meat  and 
contamination  probably  occurred  before  arrival.  The  management  eagerly 
corrected  ventilation  defects  in  the  larder  and  arranged  additional 
refrigerator  storage. 

Other  mat tors 

Brine:  The  Public  Health  Inspectors  sampled  meat  pickling  brine  from  three 

local  butchers  and  the  unsatisfactory  findings  led  to  informal  action  to 
correct  the  methods  to  exclude  contamination. 

Overcrowding;  A  particularly  bad  case  of  overcrowding  in  one  of  the  council 
houses  due  to  sub-tenants  was  investigated  and  acted  upon. 


Problem  Faiid.lies:  A  problem  family  'I-  a  ■.  li  .•afv  javu-av  oi.e 

“attention  of  the  Public  Hea3-tli  -ab.c  voie  ar  e  to  effect 

a  temporary  improvement  in  househo '.d  ecnbj.t  lonei  Oci.int}^  supplied 

help  through  the  •‘family  help"  echemo  of  heme  hulpu  /i/hicn  aas  pi'-xluced 
a  gradual  and  lasting  improv-ements 


Monkeys;  It  fell  to  me  at  short  notice  to  inspect  housing  for  a  large 
consignment  of  monkeys  to  ensure  that  the  monkey •s  welfare  and  the 
public •s  health  would  be  adequately  guaided  by  these  temporary 
arrangements  pending  the  construction  of  permanent  housing  under 
Home  Office  licence.  Needless  to  say,  as  one  knows,  to  expect  from 
the  Pharmaceutical  and  Biological  establishment  concerned,  the  arrange 
raents  were  entirely  satisfactory. 


Sewace  and  Disposal;  The  Senior  Public  Health  Inspector's  section  of  this 
report "^refers  to  the  moves  on  foot  to  improve  the  prc;scnt  methods  of 
sewage  disposal.  As  a  preliminary  a  sur/ey  of  the  river  was  made  for 
us  by  Mr.  Monl^,  Gcinity  iuialyst.  The  results,  while  not  conclusive  ^  j 
without  further  surveys,  showed  a  surprisingly  effectual  natural  flushing 
of  the  River  Stour  by  the  rapid  rise  and  fall  at  late  f]-OW  and  early  ebb  - 
of  the  tidoe  Nevertheless,’ the  Rivers  Board  has  shown  us  the  fliclcor  of  | 
a  red  light  and  the  imvestigation  of  alternative  methods  of  disposal  and 
their  economic  aspects  mst  go  on. 

General;  This  Annual  Report  has  been  presented  jn  a  slightly  different  form^ 
this  year,  and  there  follows  the  statistical  taoulationss  that  give  detail- 
as  well  as  ^Ir.  Rowland's  section.  May  I  thank  the  Inspectors  for^their 
co-operation  and  help  and  the  Council  for  their  understanding  and  interes 

Your  'obedient  servant, 

Malcolm  S,  Harvey, 

M.Be,  Oh. B. ,  D.P.H.. 


Statistics 


Population  4550o 
Area  2137  acres o 


Births;  30  male,  33  female 

Stillbirths  1  male,  1  female, 


1  male  outside  vjedlock, 

2  infant  deauhs,  1  female  age  2 
miuiths,  cense  congenital  v;ith 
Bronchitis • 


Birth] 


at  j 

to  15 


1^ 


pe 


.■o9 


louo,  ^',r:.-eo;ed 


for  popala.tion  make-up. 
b’iomparability  factor  1.15) 


Deaths;  19  mal.e,  17  female, 

1  female  under  1  year, 

Qruart-erly  distribiticn  of  deaths  r 


Quarter  1;  L  male,  1  female.  Quarter  2;  2  male,  6  female.  Quarter  y,  3  male, 
5  female.  Quarter  4"*  10  male,  5  female. 


Age  distribution  of  Deathn, 


Under  1:  If.  l-57rs.  Im.  -157rs|  Oo  -457rs:  Im.  -*55yrs:.  Imc.  If.  -  65  yrp:  2in*  / 
+75yrs;  Vm.  lOf.  (+90yrs:  Inio  2f.)  -75yrs:  7m.l0f. 

Death  R^e;,  7^91  per  3,000  corrected  for  population  make-up  to  6.96 
per  1000  (England  &  Wales  11,5)  (Canparability  factor  0,88.) 


Causes  of  Death. 

1 

1 

Total 

1957 

Total 

..,195,6, 

Tuberculosis  Rispiratory, 

1 

r. 

1 

•> 

All  Malignant  Neoplasms, 

4 

3 

7 

7 

(lungs 

2 

~ 

(2 

(stomach 

1 

1 

(2 

( others 

1 

2 

(3 

Vascular  Lesions  of  nervous 

system. 

4 

3 

7 

3 

Coronaiy  Disease  and  /ingina. 

3 

4 

7 

2 

Other  heart  disease. 

— 

1 

T 

.L 

8 

Other  circulatory  disease. 

4 

2 

6 

5 

Pneumonia. 

1 

1 

2 

- 

Bronchitis. 

— 

1 

1 

2 

Other  defined  or  ill  defined 

diseases. 

1 

2 

3 

14 

Motor  accidents. 

1 

All  other  accidents. 

1 

1 

.. 

Suicide. 

— 

— 

19  il7 

36 

42 

Infectious  Diseases  Incidence  by  Quarters  and  age. 
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Whooping  Cough. 
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Acute  Polio.  N.P, 

— 

-> 

X 
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Diphth,  Carrier. 
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Respiratory  T.B, 

- 
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(1)  Poliomyelitis  Vaccination  1957;- 

age  2-5  =  24  5-10  =  l65.  :  Total  189. 

(2)  Diphtheria  Immunization  1957.  Primrary  -  (all  under  5)  =  60, 

Reinforcing  Innoculations.  =  51. 

Children  inoculated  1953-57  . . .  .  =  670, 

Children  uith  inoculations  more  than  5  years  ago,  =  240. 

(3)  Smallpox  Vaccination  1957  Prima.ry,  57,  (54  under  age  5  years) 

rcvacciiaations ,  19  (all  over  4  years) 
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The  Senior  Public  Health  Inspector  has  provided  the  following 
report  on  his  work  during  1957, 

Water  Supply,  The  water  supply  of  the  Borough  is  under  the  control  of 
the  Thonot  Welter  Board^  and  this  department  is  mainly  concerned 
with  the  routine  sampling  of  the  water  from  the  mains.  During 
the  year,  5  samples  were  taken  and  sent  for  Bacteriological  examin¬ 
ation*  In  every  case  the  sample  was  reported  as  being  highly 
satisfactory. 

Work  has  been  carried  out  to  one  of  the  long  combined  services 
in  the  housing  Tstate,  These  services  are  Ig'-*  lead  and  go  from 
the  main  in  'Wo  odn  os  bo  rough  Road  right  up  the  services  roads  to 
service  the  rear  of  the  properties.  As  this  is  an  unsatisfactory 
method  and  bhe  pipes  are  in  a  poor  stale  work  coniaenced  to  give  an 
improved  supply  coming  off  the  main  in  the  service  roads  with  each 
supply  serving  only  two  houses.  It  was  decided  that  as  t2?ouble 
occurred  on  these  old  lead  services,  copper  services  should  be 
substituted. 


The  report  of  Messrs  Scott  Wilson  &  Kirkpatrick  on  the  disposal 
of ^ sewage  for^the  Borough  was  received  and  considered  by  the  Council, 
This^led  to  discussions  with  the  River  Board  and  other  interested 
parties. ^  ^  As  a  result  of  these  deliberations,  it  was  decided  that 
the  possibility  of  a  sea  outfall  should  be  thoroughly  investigaled 
and  float  tests  should  be  done  and  that  these  tests  should  be  ca^rried 
out  both  from  the  Mouth  of  the  Stour  and  also  a  point  South  of  the 
Guildford  Hotel,  Unfortunalely  the  time  of  the  year  was  unsuitable 
for  the  tests  and  they  have  been  postponed  until  the  Spring  of  1958, 
Should  these  tests  prove  satisfactory  then  a  sea  outfall  would  be 
considered,  but  should  the  currents  be  a.dverse  then  some  foim  of 
sewage  works  will  be  the  only  alternative. 


During  the  year  x^^ork  has  continued  to  improve  the  existing 
sewage  system.  Two  of  the  pumps  have  been  completel^T-  overhauled  and 
worn  parts  replaced  and  work  carried  out  to  the  automatic  starters 
one  of  x^rhich  was  too  worn  and  had  to  bo  taken  out  and  replaced. 


■^od  &  Food  During  the  year  114  visits  wore  made  to 

Food  Snops  sjid  Food  Preparation  Premises  to  ens^ire  that  existing  stan¬ 
dards  are  maintained  and  improved.  As  always  the  staff  of  this 
department  has  experienced  nothing  but  co-operation  fi^om  the  traders 
^on'^pf'omptly^^^^^^*^^^  during  these  visits  have  aIy^a;s;-.2  a0fcod 


Shops^  All  butchers  shops,  food  preparation  rooms,  and  vehicles 
have  teen  regularly  inspected  and  standards  obtained  have  been  main¬ 
tained  and  improved,  ■  ■  . 
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P(?.rticular  attention  has  been  paid  to  those  vehicles  used  in  trans¬ 
porting  meat  and  there  has  been  a  marked  improveEient, 

Licenced  Promises?  The  inspection  of  licenced  premises  continued  through¬ 
out  tno  year  vith  parti-cular  attention  being  paid  to  the  provision  of 
proper  conveniences  and  the  proper  washing  of  glasses, 

lliis  has  led  to  a  continued  improvement  in  conditions  although 
in  soiTB  cases  the  only  really  satisfactory  answer  is  major  alterations, 
which  in  some  cases  are  being  considered. 

Ice  Cream;  Ice  cream  is  not  manufactured  in  the  Borough  but  19  premises 
are  registered  for  the  sale  of  ice  cream. 

Conditions  in  all  the  premises  so  registered  continue  to  be 
satisfactory. 


Bakeries;  The  routine  inspection  of  Bakeries  continued. 


Shops;  All  food  shops  were  regularly  inspected  during  the  yaar  and  a  total 

of  2241b3  of  tinned  and  other  food  stuff  was  condemned  as  unfit  for  human 
consumption . 


Mlk  &  Dairies: 


A,  Milk  &  Dairies  Regulations  1949  Part  111 
No,  of  registered  distributors  4* 

No,  of  registered  dairies  - 


B,  Li con cos  granted  under  Milk  (Special  Designation) 
Regulations  1949,  excluding  licences  granted  by 
Food  8c  Drug  Authorities  in  relation  to  Milk 
pasteurised  or  sterilized  on  the  premises  of  the 
applicant. 


Pasteurised 
Sterilised 
T  c  T ,  raw 
Accredited 


Dealers. 

3 

2 

3 


Supplementary , 
2 
1 
1 


During  the  year  3  milk  samples  were  taken  and  sent  to  the  Public 
Health  Laboratory/’  for  analysis.  All  these  proved  to  be  satisfactory. 


Ksat  &  Other  Foods; 


lii6 

1957 

Cattle 

1435 

1582 

1753 

2595 

Calves 

525 

947 

1501 

1633 

Sheep 

2620 

2843 

6102 

8048 

Pigs 

13041 

18829 

Total 

mil 

16866 

22397 

31105 

% in crease 

over  preceding  year  32$  3^ 

%  increase  over  1954  -  296^ 

There  is  one  slaughter  house  in  the  Borough,  a  private 
slaughterhouse  owned  by  T*  Wood  &  Sons  of  Canterbury  and 
situated  in  Loop  Street,  Sandwich,  The  above  table  shows  the 
number  of  various  types  of  animals  killed  and  dressed  at  this 
slaughterhouse  for  the  four  years  since  1954?  v^hen  it  reverted 
to  private  ownership. 

During  the  past  year,  31?  105  animals  we2?e  dealt  with  and 
in  a  total  of  over  800  visits  all  were  inspected  post  mortem  and 
many  anti  mortem.  A  total  of  15  tons  iScwts  of  meat  and  offal 
Was  condemned  as  unfit  for  human  consumption. 


As  I  forecast  in  my  last  annual  report  there  has  been  another 
sharp  rise  in  the  numbers  of  animals  killed  during  the  year  and  the 
38^0  increase  over  1956  represents  a  total  increase  since  1954  of 
nearly  30C^^  It  is  small  wonder  therefore  that  week  end  and  evening 
inspection  is  now  an  established  routine  and  takes  up  a  considerable 
amount  of  time. 

The  above  table  taken  in  conjunction  with  the  details  below 
gives  a  very  interesting  picture,  which  reflects  the  improvement  of 
the  herds  in  the  district.  In  spiis  of  the  increase  of  cattle  (cows 
excluded)  ^Icilled,  nearly  7C^o,  only  3  animals  were  w^holy  condemned 
one  of  which  was  due  to  generalised  Tuberculosis, 

The  cows  increased  by  3C^  but  numbers  condemned  as  unfit  for 
human  consumption  fell  from  20  (ll  from  T.B.)  in  1956  to  10  (5  from 
T.B.)  in  1957,  This  improvement  occurred  be  it  noted,  at  a  time 
when  farmers  were  clearing  their  herds  of  reactors  in  preparation 
for  the  forming  of  an  Eradication  Area. 

The  number  of  carcases  in  which  organs  or  parts  were  condemned 
tended  to  fluctuate  considerably  according  to  the  climate  conditions* 
for  most ^  of  the  mirnals  have  been  graced  on  Marshland  where  the  ’ 
possibility  of  picking  up  parasites  varies  with  the  rainfall  but  the 
risk  is  great  under  the  best  conditions.  In  spite  of  these  risks 
the  percentages  of  diseased  carcases,  to  those  inspected  are  very 
reasonable. 


s 


No,  killed- 
No  inspected 

All  diseases  except  T,B. 

Whole  carcase  condemned 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 

Gt  organ„was  condemned 

’ Cattle 
excluding 
Cows 

Cows 

Calves' 

Sheep* 

& 

Lambs 

Pigs, 

1715 

880 

1 1633 

8048 

18, 829 

1715 

880 

rr633  ' 

8048 

18, 829 

2 

5 

6 

17 

U. 

339 

300 

8 

156 

1588 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
di  seas  either  than  T.B. 

Tuberculosis  only 

Whole  carcases  condemned 
carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

2® 

34. 65f. 

'  ' 

0,85? 

2.15% 

to 

1 

5 

5 

45 

102 

515 

Percentage  of  the  number 
Inspect^j^ affected  with  T,B, 

.2.68^^ 

.12,1? 

•• 

>  •• 

2,77o  , 

Council  Property 

Haisinr?;  The  Council  Estate  was  completed  last  year  and  no  fresh  building 
has  taken  place.  It  is  proposed  that  8  one  bedroom  flats  should  be 
constructed  to  the  rear  of  Ci^ighton  House  and  work  on  these  commenced 
in  19  5  B. 

During  the  year  however,  improvement  continued  to  be  made  to  the 
exsisting  estate  and  particularly  the  older  type  houses.  Two  alter¬ 
ations  carried  out  to  the  Estate  as  a  whole,  which  have  considerably 
improved  it*s  appearance  were,  the  construction  of  a  small  car  park  to 
reduce  parking  on  the  verges,  and  the  use  of  brighter  colours  when 
carrying  out  the  external  painting  programme. 

Other  Property;  During  the  year  9  applications  were  made  for  improvement 
grants  with  a  total  improvement  cost  of  £2136, 

Grants  wei^e  made  in  each  case  and  the  total  grants  amounted  to 

£1,  050. 

In  an  old  and  historic  Borough  such  as  Sandwich  the  improvement 
grants  serve  the  very  vital  purpose  of  preserving  the  old  buildings 
and  maintaining  the  street  picture.  It  would  be  a  calamity  if  these 
buildings  were  allowed  to  fall  into  such  a  state  that  demolition  was 
essential  and  gaps  opened  in  the  houses  bordering  the  streets. 

Slum  Clearancet  No  real  progress  can  be  made  in  this  direction  until  building 
is  complete  to  re-house  tenants  moved  in  the  general  programme. 


The  8  one  bedroom  flats  to  the  rear  of  Creighton  House  will 
be  completed  in  late  summer  1953  and  then  the  6  cottages  known  ao 
0a|:  Cottages  can  be  vacated  and  demolished. 

In  spite  of  this  the  programme  has  not  been  stationary,  Tv70 
houses  have  been  closed  and  in  other  cases  work  has  been  carried  out 
to  sub-standard  houses  with  the  help  of  improvement  grants, 

1«  Nos,  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for  housing  defects  under  Public 
Health  &  Housing  Act,  133, 

2,  Houses  found  to  be  In  aHy  respect  unfit  for  human  habitation,  23, 

3,  Houses  found  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  and  incapable  of  repair 

at  reasonable  expense,  3. 

4,  Dwellings  in  which  defects  were  remedied  by  informal  action,  23, 

5,  Dwellings  which  were  rendered  fit  after  serving  formal  notices,  1, 

6,  Dwellings  in  respect  of  which  demolition  orders  wei*e  made  (Closing 

orders  under  3,17  Housiag  Act  1957  Sub-section  l)  2, 

Dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  demolition  order  were  made,  1, 

7,  Houses  demolished  1, 

8,  Houses  in  which  closing  orders  in  respect  of  part  of  a  building  wei*e 

made,  1, 


Rent  Act  1957s>  Fourteen  applications  for  Certificates  of  disrepair  under 
the  above  Act  were  received  and  dealt  with.  In  three  cases  certifi¬ 
cates  of  disrepair  were  granted  to  cover  all  defects  noted  by  the  tenant 
and  a  further  two  certificates  covered  some  defects  only. 

Seven  undertakings  were  received  from  Owners- and  in  every  instance 
works  were  carried  out  before  the  undertakings  expired.  In  two  cases 
works  were  carried  out  immediately  upon  service  of  Form  J, 

Refuse  Removal;  The  weekly  collection  of  refuse  and  it’s  disposal  1:^ 

controlled  tipping  on  the  Council’s  site  adjacent  to  the  Ash  Road  has 
continued  unchanged.  This  service  has  proved  to  be  quite  sa^tisfactory 
and  the  tip  has  been  maintained  with  no  fly  nuisance  and  very  little 
rat  infestation,  IJvidence  of  rat  infestation  has  been  found  but  prompt 
treatment  has  limited  it  to  a  very  minor  and  spasmodic  infestation. 

General 

Rodent  Control;  During  the  year  fourteen  complaints  of  rodent  infestation 
were  received  and  dealt  with  by  the  department. 

In  two  cases  business  premises  were  involved  (i,e,  one  shop  and 
one  factoiy  premises)  the  remainder  of  infestations  being  in  private 
dwelling  houses,  Qice  again  direct  surveys  have  been  mainly  confined 
to  Council  lands  and  premises  (controlled  tip  and  Delf  Stream)  and  to 
agricultural  premises,  A  total  of  five  such  surveys  were  made.  The 
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greater  bjlJc  of  inepectiors  mider  the  Pests  Act  were  cairled  oat  as 
rountine  when  visiting  premises  for  visits  under  the  other  Acts, 

Several  infestations  were  noted  in  this  maxmer,  417  general  survey 
visits  were  made  daring  the  year. 

Methods  of  Control;  The  staiidard  method  of  control  has  been  by  the  use 

of  Vrarfarin  for  the  majorily  of  treatments.  Recourse  has  been  ma.de  to 
the  use  of  older  poisons  aaid  baits  in  some  infestations.  At  the 
Controlled  Tip  excellent  results  were  obtained  using  soaked  wheat  and 
AntUo  The  establishment  of  permanent  baiting  points  on  the  tip  during 
the  summer  months  has  not  been  particula.rly  successidlj  md  it  must  be 
assumed  that  t-he  sumer  refuse  has  proved  to  be  more  attractive  than 
the  Warfarin  baits. 

The  use  of  preservative,  principally  Para  Nitro  Phenol,  has 
helped  when  depositing  baits  in  open  and  damp  situations.  In  the 
main  however  reliance  has  been  placed  on  dry  and  oily  Warfarin  baits. 

Sewer  Treatments,  One  sewer  treatment  was  carried  out  during  the  year.  A 
representative  S3^stem  of  Test  baiting  was  carried  out  which  shewed 
infestation  in  one  manhole  on].y.  The  test  baiting  was  extended  to 
the  nev/er  housing  estates  fringing  the  town,  but  in  no  case  was  infesta¬ 
tion  found  in  this  area. 

The  single  manhole  showing  evidence  of  infestation  is  situated 
upon  a  six  inch  sewer  discharching  to  the  river,  and  is  usually  found 
to  be  infested. 

Four  premises  are  drained  by  this  sewer,  but  in  no  case  has 
infestation  occurred  in  the  houses  (all  the  premises  are  disconnected 
by  intercepting  traps) , 


Treatment  of  the  river  banks  is  almost  impossible  due  to  the 
inaccessibility  of  the  rans  etcetera  due  to  soft  and  dangerous  mud  and 
silt.  The  Q'aay  walls  are  in  good  condition  and  do  not  have  open  piling. 
It  is  considered  that  fll.oating  baiting  points  and  containers  would  not 
be  successful  due  to  high  tidil  range  and  the  man:/  small  craft  using  the 
berths  along  the  Quay 


FORT  HEALTH  AUTHOUTTY  ■.  SmUlUm, 


Report  1957, 

Wo,  of  Vessels 

Tonnage 

Inspections 

Homo  Waters 

22 

3150 

2 

Foreign  Going 

11 

2:01 

6 

Total 

93 

5/51 

8 

During  the  year  22  Home  and  11  Foreign  going  vessels  with  a  total 
tonnage  of  5451  tons  visited  the  port.  Oil,  Seed  potatoes,  and  timber 
were  the  main  imports  and  a  small  number  of  cattle  were  exported. 
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Tlie  big  drop  in  the  ports  activity  is  due  almost  entirely  to 
the  stopping  of  the  export  of  cattle  which  took  place  early  in  the 
year.  This  was  not  due  to  the  unsuitability  of  the  port  for  this 

type  of  tra.de  (for  it  is  eminently  suitable)  or  to  any  restrictions 
imposed^  but  only  because  of  a  change  of  policy  on  the  part  of  the 
owners . 

A  total  of  eight  inspections  wore  made  of  the  vessels  in  the 
port  and  conditions  were  found  to  be  satisfactory.  In  two  cases 

hox-zever^  it  was  found  that  the  deratlsation  certificates  had  expired 
and  the  cap  bains  and  the  next  port  of  call  w'ere  informed. 

The  port  facilities 
of  infectious  disease  had 

remain  unaltered  and  during  the  year  no  case 
to  be  dealt  with. 

Summary  of  Inspections* 

Sanitation  &  Hygiene 

448 

Housing  Act 

38 

Shops  Act 

10 

Food  Premises 

114 

Petroleum  Act 

28 

Factories  Act 

32 

Miscellaneous 

238 

Council  Houses 

50 

Rodent  &  Pests  Act 

58 

Water  Supply 

3 

Complaints 

62 

Drain  Tests 

39 

Slaughterhouse  Meat  Inspection  820 

Inspection 

32 

Samples 

3 

Shipping 

8 

